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46 Attendees 

NC Coalition on Aging Members’ Meeting 

June 27, 2025, via ZOOM 

 

Mary Bethel, Board Chair, opened the meeting with welcomes at 10:02 a.m. 

 

Lee Dobson, Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 

• On budget. No unusual expenses since our last report and our expenses are as planned. The Coalition 

has purchased an advocacy client relationship management (CRM) tool which facilitates member 

engagement with elected officials. It has already been utilized. 

• The board has approved the formation of a Financial Sustainability Workgroup to review and to 

make recommendations to update our plans focused on strengthening our financial resources in four 

areas - membership dues, annual meeting sponsorships, partnerships, and grants - to be able to expand 

the work of the Coalition. 

• Membership dues from January - June are down slightly from the same period last year. Please check 

your membership status with Sandra. If you are not a member, please visit the Members section on 

the Coalition website, www.nccoalitiononaging.org to join. $200 for organization and $25 for 

individuals. E-mails will be sent to those whose memberships may have lapsed. Donations to help 

with the Coalition’s advocacy work are also appreciated.  

• The annual meeting will be held on September 26 at the Hilton Garden Inn near Crabtree. 

Sponsor information will be included in the newsletter.  

 

Membership Spotlights  

 

NC Serious Illness Coalition – Heather Altman, Executive Director - The North Carolina Serious Illness 

Coalition is a volunteer-led group of health professionals, providers, consumers. and caregivers focused 

on improving the lives of the seriously ill and their caregivers. Created in 2020, the Coalition quickly 

developed into a major force throughout North Carolina, representing 100 health organizations and more 

than 200 industry leaders throughout the state. The Coalition’s dedicated members have brought 

information, passion, and determination to make a difference for people across NC using their unique 

perspectives, backgrounds, and skills through the Coalition’s working groups: Clinical Practice & 

Advance Care Planning, Caregiver & Patient Engagement, and Communications, Advocacy and 

Education. https://www.ncsicoalition.org/  The annual Serious Illness Coalition symposium sessions will 

be held on October 28-30 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Coalition Updates provided by Sandra Phelps, Executive Director 

• We have passed the torch to the NC Center on the Workforce for Health for a lot of the work we were 

doing related to workforce.  

• Our current grant with the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation is ending, and we are putting together a 

new grant proposal (considering focusing on housing issues impacting older adults as well as the 

financing of long-term care). 

• The LGBQ+ Sub-Committee is conducting a survey to frame its work. Input from Coalition members 

is needed. 

• The Multi-Sector Plan on Aging efforts continues. Workgroups are starting to meet.  A presentation on 

the Plan was held at the Medicaid Long Term Care Services and Supports Conference. 

http://www.nccoalitiononaging.org/
https://www.ncsicoalition.org/
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Federal Legislative Advocacy Update by Mary Bethel, Board Chair 

• HR 1, the budget reconciliation bill also referred to as One Big Beautiful Bill, is moving forward.   

Deep cuts to Medicaid and Food Stamps are being proposed.  She emphasizing the importance of 

contacting Congress regarding proposed Medicaid cuts.  The Coalition has done several action alerts 

which provided instructions on how to do this. 

• Sen. Thom Tillis has prepared and distributed a one-pager on how much money NC will lose should 

the provider tax provision be implemented. 

• The work requirements and more frequent enrollment determinations (every 6 mos. vs. annually) 

which are being proposed would place a significant burden on beneficiaries impacting access to care. 

• Successful meetings have been held with staff of Congressional members – Sen.Tillis, Sen. Budd, and 

Rep. Hudson.  Families and caregivers attended some of the meetings and talked about the 

importance of protecting Medicaid and the impact cuts would have on seniors and individuals living 

with disabilities across the state. 

 

Policy Committee Report by Kay Castillo, Committee Chair 

• Much advocacy has taken place around HR1 (One Big Beautiful Bill).  

• 2025 Legislative Priorities  are posted on the website. 

• No full state budget has been approved by the General Assembly at this time.  

• Mary indicated that the Coalition is advocating for continued state funding for SHIIP and for NC 

Senior Games.  

• The group discussed concerns about funding delays and service cuts at the local level. 

 

Health Equity Committee Report by Dr. Deryl Davis Fulmer, Co-Chairs  

• The LGBTQ+ Committee announced that the membership survey will go out in June, during Pride 

month as a baseline survey.  

• As previously noted, the Committee needs feedback on what practices agencies and organizations 

have already implemented supporting LGBTQ+ and how the NCCOA can help with resources or 

training. Watch for the survey. 

• Next meetings 

o August 8 from 9:30 – 11:00 Health Equity Planning Meeting (not full committee) 

o September 12  at 10:00 - Full Health Equity Committee  

 

Member Announcements  

The meeting concluded with updates and announcements from Coalition members as follows:   

• Sept. 13th 10:00 – 3:00 - NC Adult Day Services Association Symposium. Presentation proposals are 

being accepted through June 30  (www.ncadsa.com).  

• Rebecca Freeman with the Division of Aging announced that a Social Bridging toolkit is available 

• Senior Orange Department on Aging is sponsoring two radio shows: The award-winning show 

Aging Well Together and a new spin off show for 55+ LGBQ+ called OUT ON THE EDGE -  

https://www.orangecountync.gov/3210/Aging-Well-Together-Radio-Show  

• Sept. 22-24th - Jeff Horton shared that the NC Senior Living Association is hosting their Fall 

Conference on Sept 22-24 at the Caesars Virginia Hotel, Casino and Conference Center located in 

Danville 

• Social Security press releases are available at 
https://www.ssa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/#2025-06-18. 

https://nccoalitiononaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Legislative-Priorities.pdf
https://www.orangecountync.gov/3210/Aging-Well-Together-Radio-Show
https://ncseniorliving.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=100161&module_id=690848
https://ncseniorliving.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=100161&module_id=690848
https://www.ssa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/#2025-06-18
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• Mark Hensley reported that AARP is hosting five events across the state on August 14 to celebrate 

the 90th birthday of Social Security and to increase awareness on Social Security. 

• AARP is having a Lobby Day this week to draw attention to Social Security office hours. 

 

Upcoming NCCOA Membership Meetings (from 10:00 – 12:00):  

• July – No meeting 

• August 22, 2025 – via ZOOM  - The speaker  will be Maggie Woods with the NC Office of Digital 

Equity in the NC Department of Information Technology 

• September 26, 2025 - Annual Meeting, in-person at the Hilton Garden Inn in Raleigh 

 

The m1eeting adjourned followed by a viewing of the PBS Documentary on Caregiving (Bradley 

Cooper, Executive Producer) 

  

Respectfully submitted, Lee Dobson, Secretary & Treasurer 


