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NC General Assembly or

“The Legislature”

2

• “Bicameral” legislature — meaning that 
it’s made up of two bodies: 

• the House of Representatives, which 
has 120 members, and 

• the Senate, which has 50 members.

• Elections are held every two years for 
each member of the General Assembly.  

 

http://www.ncleg.net/House/House.html
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/memberList.pl?sChamber=House
http://www.ncleg.net/Senate/Senate.html
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/members/memberList.pl?sChamber=senate


State Legislature Facts
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• Diverse professions, diverse backgrounds,    
many retired.

• “Part-time” legislature 

• “Salary” of $13,951/year + per diem 

• Must be at least 21 to serve as a State Rep. 

 and 25 to serve as a State Senator 

• Line of succession for Governor-> Lt. Governor-> 
Speaker of House-> President Pro Tem. Of 
Senate



• Typically when in session convene Monday 
evenings to Thursday afternoons 

• Legislature meets over a two year period, 
called a “biennium”

• Long session (begins Jan. of odd numbered 
years and goes ~6 months) vs. Short session 
(typically starts in Spring and goes a 3-4 
months)

Facts continued
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How a Bill Becomes a Law in 

North Carolina
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 • Drafting of Bills

• Introduction of Bills

• Reference to Committee



How a Bill Becomes a Law in 

North Carolina Continued.. 
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• Consideration by First Chamber

• Consideration by Second Chamber

• Enrollment, Ratification and Publication

• For more in depth visual: 
https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/HowAnIdeaBe
comesALaw.pdf

https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/HowAnIdeaBecomesALaw.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Files/EducationalResources/HowAnIdeaBecomesALaw.pdf




Importance of strategic 

sponsors and co-sponsors
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• Both chambers controlled by Republicans 
(Supermajority) 

• Democratic Governor with limited veto 
power

• Ideally the sponsors would be 
• Bipartisan
• Based on committees the bill be heard

• Volunteers can help get Co-Sponsors in 
limited window (24 hours-couple days)



How a Bill Becomes a Law Example
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How a Bill Becomes a Law Continued
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How a Bill Becomes a Law Continued
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What’s a Veto?
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What’s a Veto Override?
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Exploring Legislative Website

14

• https://www.ncleg.gov/

• Both the State House and the Senate now allow listening live and watching 
live for many sessions and committee meetings 

• The “find who represents me” link is critical

• Member profiles can be very useful

• The legislative calendar is critical 

• Subscribe to emails from certain committees you might want to get meeting 
notices from

https://www.ncleg.gov/


Bill Becomes Law
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• http://strongernc.org/ncga-how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/

• https://nchouse117.com/how-laws-are-made/#/ms-1/5

http://strongernc.org/ncga-how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/
https://nchouse117.com/how-laws-are-made/#/ms-1/5


Questions 

16


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

